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(57) Abstract: A polarizing element usable for two wavelengths in a predetermined wavelength region and having a simple structiire. 
The polarizing element has a two- layer structure in which a gird pattern of a constant period A having a triangular cross-section is 
formed on a substrate and a film with a refiractive index higher than that of the substrate is deposited on the grid pattern. When first 
00 and second wavelengths A i, A 2 satisfy A i< A 2, A cos dQ<Xi where 0 0 is the angle of incidence on the grid sur&ce. The grid 
period, the grid height, and the film thickness are determined so that with respect to the first wavelength A 1, the reflection efficiency 
2 of the TE-pohmzed zenM>rder diffracted light is a predetermined value or more and the transmission efficiency of the TM-polarized 
fT) zero-order diffiiacted light is a predetermined value or more and so that with respect to the wavelength A 2, the transmission effidoicy 
^5 of the TE-polarized zero-order diffi^cted light is a predetermined value or more and the reflection efficiency of the TM-polarized 
1^ zero-order diffiiacted light is a predetemiined value or more. 
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